HADDON HALL

H addon Hall, beautifully situated on the River Wye near
Bakewell, is one of the most interesting houses in England.
It has not the imposing size of its great neighbour Chatsworth ;
it has not the formal dignity imparted by a uniform design ;
from the eighteenth century until recent years it was unin-
habited. But partly for these very reasons, it gives a peculiarly
vivid idea of the life of a manor house of the fourteenth to
sixteenth centuries. Haddon, which in its earliest parts dates
from the twelfth century, was never a castle, though it was
certainly built with an eye to the possibility of defence. This
can be seen in the thickness of its outer walls, in the small
number and size of its fourteenth-century windows, except
those facing the courtyards, and in the towers which surmount
the entrances. Its position, however, was not suited to a
siege and in fact no warfare ever touched its walls. Thus,
throughout the centuries, Haddon, in the hands of its various
owners, was gradually adapted as far as possible to meet the
standards of civilisation of each age. The eighteenth century,
however, decided that it was even so too uncomfortable to be
lived in and the Rutland family finally deserted it for Belvoir.
Thus no Georgian or Victorian alterations have destroyed the
character of this beautiful house, which has been carefully
preserved from decay by its owners. A few years ago the house
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